What is claimed is: , 

1 . A system for operating with a store having a plurality of products, the system 
comprising: / 

a plurality of cash register stations, each cash register station including/^ 

an electromagnetic detector for generating first signals corresponding to 
product pricing and for generating second signals identifying products selected for 
purchase; / 

a first processing unit that executes a^first program in a first memory to 
correlate second signals with first signal^ 
wherein the system also includes a plurality of smpnd processing units, each second processing 
unit executing a second program in a second m/mory and receiving second signals from the 
electromagnetic detector, in a respective orfe of the cash register stations, to send a third signal to 
the first processing unit, wherein the first processing unit displays an amount due in accordance 
with the third signal. / 

2. The system of/claim 1 wherein each second processing unit is in the respective one of 
the cash register stations. 



3. The system of claim 1 further including 

a cenwal computer that communicates product pricing information with each of the first 
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processing units. 



4. The system of claim 1 further including 

a network including a common computer that communicates pricing infornaf&tion, 
wherein the first processing unit, of each cash register station, is in the networi^ and 
wherein the second processing unit, of each cash register station, receiveyme second signals 
from a signal path that excludes the network. 



5. The system of claim 1 further including 

a switch that generates a signal indicating the end/6f a checkout transaction for a 
customer, the switch being activatable by a clerk, 
wherein the second processing unit is in a sign^ 



imit. 



th between the switch and the first processing 



6. The system of claim 1 furrtfer including 

a signal path from the seccmd processing unit to the first processing imit, 
wherein the second processings^ unit sends a signal indicating a tender of a discount to the first 
processing unit, via the si^al path. 

7. The system of claim 1 further including 

a print^ that generates a report of the checkout transaction for a customer, 
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wherein the second processing vinit is in a signa^ path between the first processing unit and the 
printer. 
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8. The system of claim 1 further including 

a switch that generates a signal indicating the end of a checkout transaction for a 
customer, the switch being activatable by a clerk, 

wherein a signal path between the switch a/id the first processing unit excludes the second 
processing unit. 

9. The system of claim 1 furth^/^cluding 

a printer that generates a repor^of the checkout transaction for a customer, 
wherein a signal path between the fir^ processing unit and the printer and excludes the second 
processing unit. 

10. The system of claim 1 further including 

a signal path from the second processing unit to the first processing unit, 
wherein the second processing unit sends a signal indicating a UPC coupon to the first 
processing unit, via the signal path. 



1 1 . A method for a sy^em including a store having a plurality of products, and a 
plurality of cash register stations, the method comprising: 
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^nerating first signals corresponding to product pricing and for generating second 
signals identifying products selected for purchase; 

executing a first program in a first memory to correlate second signals with first signals, 
wherein the methoovalso includes executing a second program in a second memory and receiving 
second signals generateii in a respective one of the cash register stations, to send a third signal to 
the first program, wherein the program displays an amount due responsive to the third signal. 



12. The method of claim ri wherein each step of executing a second program is 



performed in the respective one of thes^ 



sh register stations. 



13. The method of claim 1 1 further iiicluding 
communicating product pricing informaiipn with a central computer. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the systeiX further includes a network with a 
common computer, and the method further includes that copmunicating pricing information 
with the common computer; and 

receiving the second signals from a signal path that excludes the \etwork. 

15. The method of claim 1 1 further including 

activating a manual switch to generate a signal indicating the end o\a checkout 
transaction for a customer; receiving the signal in the second program; and 
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subsequently sending the signal from the second program to the first program. 



16. Th^Nmethod of claim 1 1 wherein the system fiirther includes a signal path from the 
second processing unitsto the first processing unit and the method ftirther includes 
sending a signal indicating aHender of a discount to the first processing unit, via the signal path. 



17. The method of claim 1 1 wheriiA the system fiirther includes a display that generates 
information about the checkout transaction \#ierfem the method fiirther includes 

sending signals from the first program to the disj^y, via the second program. 



1 8. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the system further incluob^ signal path from the 
second processing unit to the first processing unit and the method fiirther inclbd^s 

sending a signal indicating a UPC coupon to the first processing unit, via the signal path. 




A system for operating with a plurality of portable cards each having a card memory, 



having a plurality of products, the system comprising: 
a plurality of cash register statioH^, each cash register station including 

an electromagnetic detector for generating first signals corresponding to 
product pricing and for generating^^econd signals identifying products selected for 
purchase; 

a card interface for reading third sisals corresponding to product pricing 
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from the card memory of one of the portable cards; 

a first pro^ssing unit that executes a first program in a first memory to 

correlate second signals with first signals, 
wherein the system also includes a plurSdity of second processing units, each second processing 
unit executing a second program in a second memory, to correlate second signals from the 
electromagnetic detector, in a respective one o^the cash register stations, the with third signals 
read by the card interface, in the respective one ofthe cash register stations. 

20. The system of claim 19 wherein each second processing unit is in the respective one 
of the cash register stations. 

21 . The system of claim 19 fiirther including 

a central computer that communicates product pricing information with each of the first 
processing units. 



22. The system of claim 19 further including 

a network including a common computer that communicates pricing information, 
wherein the first processing unit, of each cash register station, is in the network, and 
wherein the second processing unit, of each cash register station, receives the second signals 
fi*om a signal path that excludes the network. 
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23. The system of claim 19 further including 

a switch that generates a signal indicating the end of a checkout transaction for a 
customer, the switch being activatable by a clerk, 

wherein the second processing unit is in a signal path between the switch and the first processing 
unit. 

24. The system of claim 19 further including 

a signal path from the second processing unit to the first processing unit, 
wherein the second processing unit sends a signal indicating a tender of a discount to the first 
processing unit, via the signal path. 




26. The system of claim 19 further including 

a switch that generates a signal indicating the end of a checkout transaction for a 
customer, the switch being activatable by a clerk, 

wherein a signal path between the switch and the first processing unit excludes the second 
processing unit. 
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27. 



im of claim 19 further including 



a printer that generates a reportofti^^^eckout transaction for a customer, 
wherein a signal path between the first prodbs^ling unit and the-printer and excludes the second 
processing unit. 



28. The system of claim 19 further including 

a signal path from the second processing unit to the first processing unit, 
wherein the second processing unit sends a signal indicating a UPC coupon to the first 
processing unit, via the signal path. 



29>s4 system for operating with a plurality of portable cards each having a card memory 
for storing product oisQOunt information , and a store with a plurality of products, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of cash register statiohs each cash register station including 

an electromagnetic detectbi;ibr generating first signals corresponding to 
product pricing and for generating secono^nals identifying products selected for 
purchase; 

a card interface for reading from the card memory'of one of the portable of 

cards; 

a first processing unit that executes a first program in a first memOTy^o 
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ii^late second signals with first signals, 

a tm&i^gnal-path between a peripheral device and the first processing 
unit, 

a second processing unitT^&sponsive to a signal on the third signal path, 
that executes a second program in a secondlheinory, to correlate second signals 
with third signals from the card memory of one of the pItH:^ty of card, 
wherein the first processing unit determines a total amount due by>e<^iving a 
fourth signal fi*om the second processing unit. 

30. The system of claim 29 wherein the fourth signal corresponds to a discount tender. 
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3 1 . The system of claim 29 wherein the peripheral device is an input device. 



32. The system ot ct 



Ihethird signal-path carries product identification 



information. 




33. The system of claim 29 wherein the peripheral device is the electromagnetic detector. 



34. The system of claim 29 further including a medium for a first computer network, 
wherein a first network-interface, in each cash register station, is an interface to the first 
computer network. 
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ethooSfor a system including a plurality of portable cards each having a card 
emory, and a store haviiig a plurality of products, and a plurality of cash register stations, the 
method comprising: \ 

generating first signalsVorresponding to product pricing and for generating second 
signals identifying products selected for purchase; 

reading third signals corresponding to product pricing from the card memory of one of 
the portable cards; \ 

executing a first program in a first mtemory to correlate second signals with first signals, 
wherein the method also includes executing a sVond program in a second memory, to correlate 
second signals generated in a respective one of theycash register stations, the with third signals 
read in the respective one of the cash register stationsX 

36. The method of claim 35 wherein each step of executing a second program is 
performed in the respective one of the cash register stations. 

37. The method of claim 35 further including 
communicating product pricing information with a central computer. 

38. The method of claim 35 wherein the system further includes a network with a 
common computer, and the method further includes that communicating pricing information 
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with the common computer; and 

receiving the second signals from a signal path that excludes the network. 
39. The method of claim 35 further including 

activating a manual switch to generate a signal indicating the end of a checkout 
transaction for a customer; receiving the signal in the second program; and 
subsequently sending the signal from the second program to the first program. 

Q 40. The method of claim 35 wherein the system further includes a signal path from the 

ty second processing unit to the first processing unit and the method further includes 

£ S 

r! sending a signal indicating a tender of a discount to the first processing unit, via the signal path. 




42. The method of claim 35 wherein the system further includes a signal path from the 
second processing unit to the first processing unit and the method further includes 

sending a signal indicating a UPC coupon to the first processing unit, via the signal path. 




43. A method for a system including -a-plUrality of po rtable caids each having a card — 
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iliemory for storing product discount information , and a store with a plurality of products, the 
method compqsing: 

generating firstsignals corresponding to product pricing; 

generating second signafe4dentifying products selected for purchase; 

reading from the card memory ofbne of the portable of cards; 

executing a first program in a first memory^Qcorrelate second signals with first signals, 
sending a device signal on a third signal-path betw^i^i a peripheral device and the first 
program, 

executing, responsive to the device signal, a second program in a sfcxjond memory, to 
correlate second signals with third signals from the card memory of one of the plih:^ity of card, 
wherein the step of executing a first program determines a total amount due by receivingXfourth 
signal from the step of executing a second program. ^ 

44. The method of claim 43 wherein receiving the fourth signal includes receiving a 
discount tender. 

45. The method of claim 43 wherein sending a device signal includes sending the device 
signal from the peripheral device to the first program. 



46. The method of claim 43 wherein sending the device signal includes sending product 
identification information. 
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